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COVID-19 Containment and Economic Revitalization:
Taiwan Model for Mitigation of Pandemic Disaster

Chien-Jen Chen, Sc.D., Ph.D.

Academician and Distinguished Research Professor, Genomics Research Center, Academia Sinica, Taiwan

The pandemic of COVID-19 have caused >57 millions of confirmed cases and >1.3 million
deaths since December 2019. It also resulted in economic recession in almost all countries.
Low-income families and vulnerable industries have been most severely influenced. Almost all

SDGs were affected by COVID-19. According to the reports of Oxford Martin School in Septem-

ber and National Bureau of Economic Research in October, Taiwan has been ranked as the top
country with lowest COVID-19 mortality rate and lowest economic recession. Key elements of
Taiwan’s successful containment of COVID-19 include prudent action, rapid response, early
deployment, transparency, and public trust and solidarity. We have been trying our best 1) to
strengthen border control and inbound passenger quarantine, 2) to identify and test all suspects of
COVID-19 infection, 3) to mandate reporting of confirmed cases, 4) to track and trace close
contacts of confirmed cases, 5) to isolate close contacts and quarantine inbound passengers for 14
days, 6) to provide support and care services to isolated or quarantined persons, 7) to promote
personal hygiene and social distancing of general public, 8) to provide financial relief to affected
families and industries, 9) to stimulate economic growth through increasing domestic consump-
tion, and 10) to increase domestic investment from local and foreign industries. The Central

Epidemic Command Center has held daily press briefings to disseminate transparent risk infor-

I mation, governmental guidelines and regulation, and epidemic prevention measures since Janu-
ary, and quickly established its authority and earned the trust of the public. The public trust has 1
had a stabilizing influence on society, encouraging citizens to follow government guidance and
rules, and making the public less vulnerable to disinformation campaign. Public service
announcements are aired once every hour on radio, television, and other mass media to provide
COVID-19 prevention measures. There were no city lockdown and mass screening in Taiwan,
while the information and communication technology (ICT) and artificial intelligence (AI) were
used to facilitate border control and quarantine, contact tracing and tracking, precision testing,
home isolation/quarantine, cell broadcast of hotspot, mass production and name-based rationing
of personal protection equipment, hospital infection control, promotion of personal hygiene,
social distancing and avoidance of large-scale gatherings, financial relief and economic stimulus,
and international collaboration. Solidarity is the key for the successful containment of COVID-19
and maintenance of economic vitality in Taiwan. Taiwan is helping many countries through dona-
tion of PPEs, sharing of technology and collaboration in research and development of diagnostics

and vaccines. Global solidarity through mutual trust and international collaboration is essential

=T 4 L !

for containing COVID-19 and achieving SDGs extensively and progressively in the world.
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A Study on the Feasible Strategies to the Legal Responses Syste |
Plannings and Law Enforcement Problems Under the Influences of {}

COVID-19 Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)

#7177 Ko, Jui Rey 4 K % Chung, Tai Hung % # & Huang, Cui Wen
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