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A Research on the Political
Participation and its Substantial
Influences of New Immigrants
in Taiwan

Ko, Jui Rey & Tseng, Chih Hsin & Tsai, Cheng Chieh

Abstract

Recently, transnational marriages have globalized in the world. In
Taiwan, marriage migrants, who are called new immigrants, are
growing like many other countries, and have becamed the influential
group in political participation. The research has focused on new
immigrants in Taiwan and to explore the influences on election and
political environments by the transnational marriage from South East
Asia and Mainland China. The research also has summarized that
"holding public employment " and "organize/participate in NGOs” are
two types of the main ways for new immigrants in Taiwan to
participate in politics. The research has found out that the political
attentions of new immigrants in Taiwan has gradually increased, and
the political attitudes of new immigrants from Mainland China are
more positive than those who are from other countries. Among all the
factors that affect new immigrants political attitudes in Taiwan to take
participation in politics, and the family factor is the greatest and
powerest one.

Moreover, between the two main ways for new immigrants in
Taiwan to participate in politics, organizing/participating in NGOs is

more common than the other while participating in policy formulation
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within the political system has the highest influence. Because of
holding public employment, it is limited to the due process of law
when policies have been implemented, and it has less opportunity for
new immigrants to participate in politics making process. In addition,
the laws that related to new immigrants in Taiwan have been revised in
recent years but the restrictions on political participation are still
difficult to break out. That has leaded to the stereotypes and images of
the new immigrants’ political party preferences are becoming less and
less obvious. In the future, more new immigrants should be encouraged
to engage in substantive public and political participation, and through
political participation, the actual influences from new immigrants on

Taiwan’s politics should be strengthened and enhanced.

Keywords: New Immigrants, Marriage Migrants, Political
Participation, Immigration Theory



